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Introduction 

 Jainism is an Indian religion that prescribes 

a path of non-violence towards all living 

beings. Its philosophy and practice emphasize 

the necessity of self-effort to move the soul 

towards divine consciousness and liberation. 

Any soul that has conquered its own inner 

enemies and achieved the state of supreme 

being is called a jina ("conqueror" or 

"victor"). The ultimate status of these perfect 

souls is called siddha. 



Mahāvīra 

 Mahāvīra (महावीर "Great Hero“) is the 

name most commonly used to refer to 

the Indian sage Vardhamāna (Sanskrit: 
वर्धमान; traditionally 599–527 BCE1) who 

established what are today considered to 

be the central tenets of Jainism. According 

to Jain tradition, he was the 24th and the 

last Tirthankara. 



Triratnas 

 Jainism emphasises that ratnatraya 
(triple gems of Jainism) — the right vision 
or view (Samyak Darshana), right 
knowledge (Samyak Gyana) and right 
conduct (Samyak Charitra) — constitutes 
the path to liberation. These are known as 
the triple gems (or jewels) of Jainism and 
hence also known as Ratnatraya. These 
three are essential for soul to move up 
spiritually. 



Right Faith/Vision/View 

 SAMYAK DARSHANA (right perception) • 
attempting to perceive the truth clearly without 
being swayed by superstition or prejudice. 

 The first jewel ‘right faith’, concerns itself with 
heartfelt faith and respect for the teachings and 
the teachers of the Jain religion. These teachers 
or gurus are called tirthankaras (fordmakers, 
creating a ford across the river of human misery). 
Right faith indicates trust and surrender of the 
ego’s wants for the greater demands of the 
tirthankaras’ understanding as described in their 
writings. 

 



Right Knowledge 

 
 SAMYAK JNANA (right knowledge) • having accurate 

knowledge of the universe and scripture, and the mental 

attitude to use this knowledge. 

 The second jewel is ‘right knowledge.’ Right knowledge is 

again divided into the three receptive areas of a human’s 

ability to perceive information. Hart calls this a ‘threefold 

understanding’ and includes the development and awareness 

of the body, mind and spirit. 

 Hart writes, the three ways of understanding knowledge 

must consider the instinctive body, ‘so that one reacts 

automatically without thought or consideration; intellectual, 

the mind comprehending clearly intricacies of doctrine; and 

spiritual, with heart, higher mind and conscience satisfied and 

at peace.’ 

  

 



Right Conduct 

 
 SAMYAK CHARITRA (right conduct)  to 

live according to Jain ethics, and avoid 

doing any harm to other living creatures. 

 The third jewel is right conduct. The 

behaviour or the Jains must be based on 

the teachings studied and must try to be 

positive and compassionate, with the basis 

of underlying unity and equality of all 

beings. 

 



Conclusion 

 Here we discussed in summarize form about the 
philosophy of Janism with its basic ethical theory 
of Triratnas. The details are easily available in 
different texts on Indian Philosophy and Jainism. 
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